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St. Vincent de Paul Honors Volunteers 
Volunteers are the heart and soul of St. Vincent de Paul. 

Our Food Pantry is fully staffed and operated by volunteers. 
Volunteers serve two meals a day, every day, in our Open 
Hand Kitchen. Volunteers tutor children in the Family Success 
Center. Volunteers staff and operate the Clothes Closet on 
our campus. Volunteers paint walls, rake leaves, and sort 
donations.

On May 10, we proudly honored those who give so much 
to our clients and this community. The event was emceed by 
WHAS11’s Renee Murphy and awards were presented by 
Executive Director/CEO Ed Wnorowski and Director of 
Conference Affairs and Volunteer Services Donna Young.

We opened with Tasha Ferry’s heartfelt story of addiction 
and her path to recovery. Tasha was a client at our St. Jude 
Women’s Recovery Center and has since become a program 
aide at St. Jude’s.

The first award of the day was presented to Paul Kopey, our 
2018 Lifetime Service Award winner. As a boy, Paul Kopey 
was introduced to service on home visits with his father. Now 
more than 80 years later, Paul is still involved with St. Vincent 
de Paul at St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church. Paul’s love 
for our mission will never be forgotten and his footprint will 
always be felt in our community. 

We created the Father Timmel Award to recognize a church 
or faith-based group that volunteers regularly on campus. 
Teams from the Holy Spirit Conference serve in the Open 
Hand Kitchen, host movie nights at Ozanam Inn, provide a 
Halloween party for children  living on campus and attending 
the Family Success Center, and volunteer at the Santa Shop. 
The Holy Spirit Conference truly goes the extra mile to make 
each person feel special and loved when they are at St. Vincent 
de Paul.

With the Pay it Forward Award, we honor a client that 
is giving back to the community as a volunteer in service 
to others. Janet Bowman is just such a person and you will 
find her on any given day in the Family Success Center. The 
moment you step through the door Janet is often the first 
person to greet you with her warm welcoming smile—just one 
of her many strengths she shares with all of us.

When food was our need, Dare to Care’s VP of Operations 
Dave Schlosser has always been there for St. Vincent de Paul 
and he is our Recipient of the Community Partner Award.

On December 12, 2017, a 48-inch water main broke and 
released millions of gallons of water onto the roads with levels 
reaching as high as 8 feet. 4,000 Louisville Water customers in 
our neighborhood, Shelby Park, were placed under a boil water 
advisory and faced weeks of cleanup. Just as staff were about to 

Former St. Jude client and current program aide Tasha Ferry 
(left) with our host Renee Murphy (right) from WHAS11.

buy bottled water, Dave Schlosser calls and says, “I have three 
pallets of water on a truck. Where do you want us to deliver 
them?” With that call, Dave responded to a critical need, even 
before the people affected by the crisis could ask for help.

The Corporate Partner of the Year Award pays tribute to a 
business that has contributed significant volunteer time, energy, 
and resources to our mission. On their only day off, Pat’s Steak 
House including Pat Francis, Michelle Francis and the whole 
Francis family have brought smiles and those delicious meals 
to the Open Hand Kitchen making Sunday lunch special for 
our guests. 

The Volunteer of the Year Award recognizes an individual 
who has contributed significant volunteer time, energy, and/
or resources to the mission of St. Vincent de Paul Louisville. 
Three years ago when Ken Kirn replied to an email from 
Donna Young asking for volunteers to work in the food pantry, 
little did he know what was in store for him. Every week Ken 
pick up orders, stocks the pantry, and helps our Smoketown 
and Shelby Park clients shop, all while looking for ways to 
streamline and improve the shopping experience. Ken recog-
nizes the dignity in each of these pantry customers.

Please join us in thanking our honorees for their service to 
St. Vincent de Paul. Without them and the numerous other 
volunteers we could never serve so many that need it.

Award winners are featured inside with Executive Director/
CEO Ed Wnorowski and Director of Conference Affairs 
and Volunteer Services Donna Young. All event photos by 
Frankie Steele.



Our Mission
St. Vincent de Paul Louisville partners 
with individuals and families in crisis and 
helps them navigate a path to stabilize 
their lives and reach their full potential.
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2018 Volunteer Appreciation Award Winners

Lifetime Service Award winner Paul Kopey

Father Timmel Award winner Holy Spirit Conference

Pay It Forward Award winner Janet Bowman with  
Director of Programs Jennifer Clark



2018 Volunteer Appreciation Award Winners

Kickoff Dinner & Auction
September 16, 2018 at 6pm

Louisville Marriott East

Golf Scramble
September 17, 2018

Hurstbourne Country Club

Tickets Available Now
Visit Our Event Website at 

cocktails.gesture.com

For sponsorship information  
or to purchase tickets,  

contact Angela Champion Sprowl 
 at (502) 301-8682  

or asprowl@svdplou.org

Community Partner of the Year Award winner Dave Schlosser

Corporate Partner of the Year Award winner Pat’s Steak House

Volunteer of the Year Award winner Ken Kirn



William E. Barth Foundation - $5,000

Robert L. Corrigan Fund for the 
Homeless - $1,615

The Gheens Foundation - $50,000 for 
the Family Success Center and Ozanam 
Inn Renovation

Louisville Youth Philanthropy Council 
- $6500 for Ozanam Inn Renovation 

St. Albert the Great Parish - $8,845 for 
the Open Hand Kitchen

St. Edward’s Catholic Church - $1,000 
for the Family Success Center

St. Michael Parish - $750 for the Food 
Pantry

St. Williams Parish - $720 for the Open 
Hand Kitchen

Are you enrolled in Kroger’s Commu-
nity Rewards program? If not, we hope 
you’ll take the time to sign up and desig-
nate St. Vincent de Paul as your charity 
of choice. Once enrolled, your purchases 
start earning rewards for SVDP.

Check out the following link, and 
enter SVDP’s organization number, 
which is 10789.

www.kroger.com/communityrewards

The next time you visit Amazon, use 
our unique AmazonSmile address at  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/61-0727110

For every eligible AmazonSmile 
purchase, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
donates a portion of that purchase to St. 
Vincent de Paul.

Don’t forget St. Vincent de Paul’s 
Thrift Stores. All profits from the stores 
directly support our campus programs 
and mission. There are no “for profit” 
middlemen in our organization so the 
full value of your donation will make a 
difference in this community!

We have four convenient locations. 
Please visit our website for information 
about hours, directions and donations.

Help SVDP 
While You Shop 

Don’t Forget Our 
Thrift Stores

Please Join Us for the Next  
Tour de Change on August 1

Next Foodraiser Announced

Donna Young, Director of Conference Affairs and Volunteer Services, 
leads the May 9 Tour de Change in the Open Hand Kitchen.

Join us for a coffee, pastries, and a brief 
tour of St. Vincent de Paul Louisville’s 
campus and learn more about our 
mission: Changing Lives.

Our next tour is scheduled for August 
1 at 8 am. We’ll meet in the Family 
Success Center, 1029 South Preston 

Street, and you’ll hear from clients and 
staff about the impact of our work, as 
well as take a walking tour of campus.

To attend the next tour, please contact 
Bonnie Lyvers at (502) 301-8695 or 
blyvers@svdplou.org. We look forward to 
seeing you!

Support our mission by visiting Blaze Pizza at 4800 Shelbyville 
Road on June 21 from 6–9 pm. Watch our Facebook page and 
website for more info and grab a flyer to print or download to 
your phone. Present the digital or paper flyer when you place your 
order and Blaze will donate 20% of net sales.

Thank you for making our foodraisers so successful.

Foundations and Others Support  
the Mission of St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul would like to thank the following grantors and 
foundations for investing in our mission and supporting our work!


